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2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-17 . 

3. [x] The drawings filed on 11 August 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-17 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The limitations that are primarily responsible for distinguishing claims 1-7 and 15- 
17 over the prior art are the limitations concerning a laser light source that wavelength 
division demultiplexes the remaining part of the amplified optical signals, and outputs 
signals mode-locked to the demultiplexed signals, and a first circulator that inputs the 
remaining part of the amplified optical signals into the laser light source as recited in 
independent claim 1. 

The invention recited in independent claim 1 was not found in the prior art. Also, 
proper motivation to combine references to form the invention recited in the first claim 
was not found in the prior art. 

Regarding claims 8-14, the invention recited in independent claim 8 was not 
found in the prior art. Also, while the individual elements recited in these claims were 
found in the prior art, proper motivation to combine the references that disclosed these 
elements was not found in the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following references are considered to be representative of 
the relevant prior art. These references disclose most of the recited elements, but are 
not sufficient to form a prior art rejection as noted above. Ellis et al.(6,81 3,447), 
Uchiyama et al.(6,204,944), Matsuoka et al.(6,771,854), Jeon et al .(6,256,432), Chang 
et al.(6,873,797), Miyazaki etal. (6,532,091), and Huber(5,283,686). 

Examiner's Comments 

4. The spelling of applicants' names have been corrected as requested. 

Correspondence 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Jim Vannucci whose phone number is (571) 
272-1820. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Technology Center whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 

Papers related to Technology Center 2800 applications only may be submitted 
to Technology Center 2800 by facsimile transmission. Any transmission not to be 
considered an official response must be clearly marked "DRAFT'. The faxing of such 
papers must conform with the notice published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 
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(November 15, 1989). The Technology Center Fax Center number is (703) 872-9306. 




'James Vannucci 



